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This time, however, he has been seizing
power in the open. In the past week John
Markoff of The Times, followed by Robert
O’Harrow of The Washington Post, have re-
vealed the extent of Poindexter’s operation,
but editorialists have not grasped its under-
mining of the Freedom of Information Act.

Political awareness can overcome ‘‘Total
Information Awareness,” the combined force
of commercial and government snooping. In
a similar overreach, Attorney General
Ashcroft tried his Terrorism Information
and Prevention System (TIPS), but public
outrage at the use of gossips and postal
workers as snoops caused the House to shoot
it down. The Senate should now do the same
to this other exploitation of fear.

The Latin motto over Poindexter’s new
Pentagon office reads ‘“Scientia Est
Potentia”— knowledge is power.” Exactly:
the government’s infinite knowledge about
you is its power over you. ‘“We’re just as con-
cerned as the next person with protecting
privacy,’”’ this brilliant mind blandly assured
The Post. A jury found he spoke falsely be-
fore.

If the American people, if the Amer-
ican public is to believe what they read
in this week’s newspapers, the Con-
gress stands ready to pass legislation
to create a new Department of Home-
land Security. Not with my vote. Pas-
sage of such legislation would be the
answer to the universal battle cry that
this administration adopted shortly
after the September 11 attacks: Reor-
ganize the Federal Government.

How is it that the Bush administra-
tion’s No. 1 priority has evolved into a
plan to create a giant, huge bureauc-
racy? How is it that the Congress
bought into the belief that to take a
plethora of Federal agencies and de-
partments and shuffle them around
would make us safer from future ter-
rorist attacks?

Osama bin Laden is still alive and
plotting more attacks while we play
bureaucratic shuffle board after we
have already spent about $20 billion in
Afghanistan to capture or to obliterate
Osama bin Laden. He has surfaced on
audio tapes boasting about how he is
plotting additional terrorist attacks
against the United States. Yet our only
response is to reorganize the Federal
Government. That is our only response,
reorganize the Federal Government.

Right here it is, 484 pages of it, reor-
ganizing the Federal Government. Am
I missing something here?

Eleven of the thirteen appropriations
bills have not yet been passed. To-
gether they contain over $25.6 billion in
funds to improve our homeland de-
fense. That is money to hire additional
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border security personnel. That is
money to purchase equipment at our
seaports and airports to inspect pack-
ages for weapons of mass destruction.
That is money for protection against
cyber-attacks. That is money to pro-
tect our nuclear facilities, not a year
from now but now. That is money to
assist local police, local firefighters,
local health care workers in case of ad-
ditional terrorist attacks.

Yet the administration is refusing to
allocate this money, refusing to turn
on the spigot and let it flow, let it roll.

This is real money to improve Amer-
ica’s safety, but instead of pushing for
these resources, the administration’s
top and seemingly only priority is a
bureaucratic reshuffling of agencies.
So this administration will continue
holding up the money needed to pro-
tect Americans—your children, your
grandchildren, your wife, your in-laws,
your friends—at home and it will be al-
lowed to do so because it will have this
flimsy 484 pages of legislation to cover
its political backside.

The design of this hulking bureauc-
racy has been the administration’s
focus for the past several months. That
is where it wanted Congress to focus its
attention. That is where the adminis-
tration wanted the American people to
focus, not on providing real homeland
security but, rather, on playing bu-
reaucratic shuffle board.

We have witnessed a great show. We
have been told that if only we pass this
484 pages of legislation—this political
hoax that I hold in my hand, that
many of us have not seen before yester-
day—the American people have been
told that if only we pass this legisla-
tion, all would be well.

But like the great and powerful Wiz-
ard of Oz, with his terrifying smoke,
flames and roar, the reality of this too-
good-to-be-true proposal will eventu-
ally be unveiled.

Mr. President, my concerns about
this legislation and its several
iterations are many. It gives the Presi-
dent too much unchecked authority. It
gives the Secretary of the new Depart-
ment too much unchecked authority.
It makes massive changes in Govern-
ment structure with little scrutiny,
and it allows those changes to be made
without the approval of the Congress.

It threatens changes to worker pro-
tections that could have enormous and
detrimental effects. It extends the
cloak of secrecy that has been a hall-
mark of this White House.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DAY-
TON). The Senator will suspend. Sen-
ators will kindly take their conversa-
tions off the floor.

The Senator from West Virginia.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, this legis-
lation not only cuts the Congress out
of the loop, it also includes provisions
to keep the people and the press—and
the press had better take notice—it in-
cludes provisions to keep the people
and the press, the members of the
fourth estate, in the dark.

I don’t think the media realize this
about this bill. And the media has ap-
parently swallowed the line that this is
a compromise. It is more than that. It
is a compromise of our personal lib-
erties. It is a compromise of the pri-
vacy rights of our people. It is a com-
promise of the checks and balances. It
is a compromise of the separation of
powers. It is a compromise of the
American people’s right to know—the
American people’s right to know. It is
a compromise of that.

For those who do not understand
what I am saying, they should get this
bill, 484 pages of it. It is a new bill. It
did not exist anywhere until yesterday.

We have talked about how this whole
idea of a Homeland Security Depart-
ment, presented to us by this adminis-
tration, we have talked about how it
was hatched in secrecy in the bowels of
the White House, how it was hatched in
secrecy, cooked up by four different
persons in the White House. I have
named them earlier today: Mr. Card,
Mr. Gonzales, Mr. Mitch Daniels, and
Mr. Ridge. No disrespect to any of
them—they are all fine people; they are
all fine public servants—but they are
not anything extraordinary, I would
say that, insofar as people go. They
hatched this thing. They hatched it in
secrecy.

We understand from the newspapers
this was talked about among the peo-
ple in the administration, down in the
secrecy of the White House. It had been
talked about. It had been developed.
And then it sprang forth like Minerva
from the forehead of Jove, fully
clothed, fully armed. There it was.

We could say the same thing about
this bill that we are passing here. We
have little right to complain about the
White House and about the way in
which it developed in secrecy this
whole egg that was hatched and sprung
upon us as the homeland security bill.

NOTICE

Incomplete record of Senate proceedings. Except for concluding business which follows,
today’s Senate proceedings will be continued in the next issue of the Record.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:45 A.M.
TOMORROW
Mr. REID. Madam President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent

that the Senate stand in adjournment
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 10:46 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
November 15, 2002, at 9:45 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate November 14, 2002:
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